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Scott Senior
Center Activities
Please join us at the Scott Senior
Center Monday - Thursday (8:30-2:30)
and Friday( 6am-12 noon).
Monday through Thursday the Scott
Senior Center serves a delicious lunch
with activities to follow.
On Mondays we play pitch at 9:30,
and we are always looking for new
pitch players! Call ahead if you need
partners, or bring a friend; scrap booking every Monday at 12:30pm .
On Thursdays we have knit and chat,
and coffee hour at 9:30, and after lunch
we play Mexican train (dominoes) at
12:30.
On Fridays we serve breakfast from
7:00-9:30, breakfast menu varies.
New Year’s party will be held on
December 31st at 11:30.
For any questions or if you would like
to make a meal reservation please contact: Scott Center manager at (607)7497973.
There is a suggested contribution of
$3.00 for anyone 60 or older, and a
$6.00 charge for anyone under 60.

Zonta Seeking
Nominations
for Woman of
Achievement
The Zonta Club of Cortland is seeking nominations for the 2020 Woman
of Achievement.
This award honors a woman who,
through her contributions to the
community, has improved the status of women and/or children. This
year’s winner will be celebrated at
a luncheon on May 3rd at Tinelli’s
Hathaway House in Solon.
The Zonta club is thrilled to continue
this annual honor now in its 42nd year,
a tradition since 1979. The luncheon
is also a fundraiser, allowing the
Zonta Club of Cortland to contribute
to the Cortland County agencies that
benefit women and children, as well
as providing scholarships to women in
the county, furthering their education.
Nomination forms can be found at
the local libraries, as well as at the
YWCA and YMCA, or by contacting
Diane Van Houten at 607/756-5068.
The women of Zonta look forward to
learning about the newest generation
of outstanding women in the community.
Nomination deadline for consideration this year is March 7th.

Around Town
Homer Seniors Seeking
Donations for Winterfest Sale
The Homer Senior Center is participating in the Homer Winterfest on
Saturday, January 25, 2020 in the Homer Town Hall basement at 31 N.
Main St.. Homer- entrance in the rear of the building.
We will be accepting donations for the flea market starting January
6, 2020.
All donations must be clean and in good working condition. Absolutely
no clothing or fabrics of any kind will be accepted.

Driver Refresher Class January 10
A six-hour AARP “Smart Driver” refresher course geared for drivers aged 50 and
older, but open to drivers of any age, is being offered on Friday, January 10 from
9:00am-4:00pm at the Grace Christian Fellowship Church located at 1250
Fisher Avenue in Cortland. Participants are encouraged to bring a sweater or jacket
and your AARP Membership card for a discount on the class fee which can be paid
only by check, money order or cash. A one hour lunch break will be provided.
This course is approved by the N.Y.S. Department of Motor Vehicles for points
and insurance reduction.
Preregistration is required by calling the Cortland County Health Department at
758-5509. Class may be rescheduled due to lack of registrations, and walk-ins
might be turned away.
This class is sponsored by AARP, Cortland County’s Health Department and Area
Agency on Aging.

Merry Christmas

A six-hour AARP “Smart Driver”
refresher course geared for drivers aged
50 and older, but open to drivers of any
age, is being offered over two days
on Monday, January 27 and Tuesday,
January 28 from 9:00am-12:00pm at
the Virgil Town Hall located at 1176
Church Street, Cortland.
This course is approved by the N.Y.S.
Department of Motor Vehicles for
points and insurance reduction.
Preregistration is required by calling the
Cortland County Health Department at
758-5509. Participants are encouraged
to bring your AARP Membership Card
for a discount on the class fee, which
can be paid only by check, money
order, or cash, and a sweater or jacket.
Class may be rescheduled due to lack
of registrations, and walk-ins might be
turned away.
This class is sponsored by AARP and
Cortland County’s Health Department
and Area Agency on Aging.

Legion Breakfast
Buffet Dec. 29
The American Legion Family will
be holding a Breakfast Buffet on
Sunday, December 29th from 8 to
11 am. Veteran and Senior Citizen discounts, 4 years and under free. Omelets
available. Proceeds benefit the Veteran
and Community Service Projects of the
American Legion Family.

from

Grace Christian Fellowship!

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
4:30 p.m. Family Friendly Service,
6:00 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship Services*
9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Driver Refresher
Class January 27 &
28

1250 Fisher Ave.
Cortland, NY
607-749-3233

www.gcfcortland.org

*Dec. 29 & Jan. 5 one service only at 10:30 a.m.

Benson Davis Insurance

Homer Seniors No
Longer Collecting
Plastic Bags
The Homer Senior Center is done
collecting plastic bags at this time.
Thank you to all who donated.

Contact us today for your building needs!

5RXWH+RPHr1<

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: December 23, 2019 for the
January 2, 2020 issue.

Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Sold on Cortland County!

Does Your Child or Teen Experience Migraines? What to Know
(StatePoint) The pain and symptoms that accompany migraines can be
debilitating. For children and teens, it
can mean missed school days, absence
from social or sporting events and
activities at home.
To evaluate migraine treatment in
children and teens, new guidelines from
the American Academy of Neurology
(AAN) and the American Headache
Society looked at two areas: acute treatments to stop or lessen pain and other
symptoms during a migraine, and treatments to prevent or reduce how often
migraine attacks occur.
“The good news is that there are
effective treatments for children and
teens for migraine attacks when they
occur,” says guidelines lead author, Dr.
Maryam Oskoui, McGill University,
and an AAN fellow.
Based on the guidelines, families
dealing with pediatric migraines should
consider the following:
• Clinicians make a migraine diagnosis based on the intensity and duration
of pain, how many attacks a person has
had, and whether they’re accompanied
by associated symptoms like nausea,
vomiting and sensitivity to light and
sound. Those with migraines should get
a diagnostic evaluation that includes a
careful medical history, as well as general physical and neurological examinations conducted by a neurologist or
headache medicine specialist. A neurologist is a doctor with specialized
training in diagnosing, treating and
managing disorders of the brain and
nervous system
• Triggers can vary, so families should
identify and address the factors associated with their child’s migraine attacks.
These can include lack of physical
activity, being overweight, excessive

and teens. For example, while botulinum toxin is effective in preventing
migraine in adults, it hasn’t shown
the same effectiveness in children and
teens. And while some of the newest
treatments, including calcitonin generelated peptide antibodies and other
similar drugs and devices are effective
for adults, the study of their pediatric
use is only beginning.
caffeine intake, poor sleep habits and
dehydration. Many of these issues can
be addressed with healthy habits, like
nutritious foods, regular exercise, adequate hydration and sleep.
• Ask your child’s neurologist about
the risks and benefits of preventive
medication and appropriate acute treatment. For example, in studies, the drug
amitriptyline combined with cognitive
behavioral therapy (CBT) -- which
employs techniques like relaxation
and coping strategies -- was more
beneficial than amitriptyline combined
with headache education in reducing migraine attack frequency and
migraine-related disability. However,
it’s important to note that amitriptyline may increase the risk of suicidal
thoughts and behavior.
“The benefit of CBT alone or in
combination with other treatments in
migraine prevention warrants further
study,” says Dr. Oskoui.
• Treat migraines as soon as your
child or teen becomes aware of one
starting. For children and teens, medications such as ibuprofen and triptans
can help relieve pain during an attack.
For teens, consider the combination
sumatriptan/naproxen.
• Families and neurologists should
carefully weigh the use of treatments
not proven to be effective in children

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP

To learn more about migraines, visit
BrainLifeMag.org/PedMigraine, the
AAN’s free patient website and magazine, and follow on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.
Though common, pediatric migraines
are painful and can be debilitating.
Talking to your child’s neurologist
about the latest treatments is recommended.

Come and join us for
Christmas Eve at
Homer Congregational UCC
4:00 - Birthday Party for Jesus
Bring the kids for cake & ice cream!
7:00 - Lessons, Carols & Candlelight
We are the red brick church on the green
and we cannot wait to see you.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

The Evolution of Firefighting in Homer
Did you know that Thanksgiving is the single worst day of the year for
cooking-related house fires? And that is followed closely by Christmas Day,
Christmas Eve, and the day before Thanksgiving. Distracted and unattended cooking is a primary contributor to most Thanksgiving house fires. Learning this information got me to thinking about how our predecessors coped with fires and how
our local fire department came into being and has evolved.
Consider for a moment what it was like in Homer when it was just a wilderness and still part of Onondaga County. Roads were mere trails through the
dense forest. Fire was humanity’s best friend – for heating and cooking – but what
did they do when fire became a deadly enemy? You grabbed a bucket of water and
attempted to douse the flames. A larger conflagration required several buckets of
water being passed from hand to hand. Family and neighbors formed a “bucket
brigade” to fight a fire. The fire frequently won such a battle.
In 1815 the citizens of Homer purchased a “squat pump.” This was operated by four men. The way it worked was water would be pumped onto the blaze
as water was poured in the tub or box. Local homes, shops, grist mills, and sawmills were made of wood. Roofs were hand-split shingles of wood. Lighting was
by candles and whale oil lamps. Heat was supplied via fireplaces and wood burning stoves. Opportunities for combustion were plentiful, and water came from the
Tioughnioga River or wells. No village water system existed yet. As the population
of the community expanded, more squat pumps were needed, and they were placed
about to be at the ready.
The Village of Homer was officially incorporated in May of 1835. Two
months later, at a special meeting of the Board of Trustees, a decision was made
regarding better firefighting. A hand pump with leather hose was to be acquired,
along with pike polls and hooks. In addition, they voted to build a suitable building not to exceed $150 in the middle of the Green. This was to accommodate two
engines.
Over time a hand-pulled apparatus was replaced with the horse-pulled
engine, and more efficient equipment for firefighting was introduced. But firefighting, like battling any enemy, requires organization of manpower, not improved
equipment alone. In the nineteenth century, the job of fighting fires was the
responsibility of the Village Trustees. They appointed citizens to be fire fighters.
These individuals did their best, without success, to save a hotel that once stood
where the fire station is today. Three grist mills, responsible for turning out 85,000
barrels of floor annually, were lost. Jedediah Barber’s Great Western emporium
was destroyed by fire in 1856 and later replaced during the Civil War era with the
three-story building of brick on Main Street. Fire took a wooden structure named
Mechanics Hall. That site is now occupied by the Homer Center for the Arts, formerly a church built of brick.
Better equipment kept on being invented, and in 1873 a mass meeting
was held to demand the Trustees do something immediately to acquire a state-ofthe-art apparatus. In response, the Gilsby Steam Fire Engine Company of Auburn,
New York, brought to Homer a rotary engine on trial. It ran all day at the Pine
Street bridge, pumping water through one thousand feet of hose and throwing
streams of water to different parts of the Green and even over the Congregational
Church steeple. The demonstration was quite impressive – so much so that the
people voted to allocate $10,000 for firefighting purposes. After seeing other types
and makes of pumps at Albany, Hudson, and Waterford, New York, the Trustees
bought the model from Auburn on April 10, 1873, along with two hose carts, one
thousand feet of hose, and other accessories. The cost was $5,600, payable over
five years. Then, too, cobblestone cisterns, 10 by 20 by 8 feet deep, were to be
built at Clinton, James, and Cortland Streets and at the intersection of Cayuga and
Cortland Streets. The cost was $175 each, plus an additional $66 for railroad iron.
These were installed and ready by July 1, 1873. At the end of the month, a leak in
the Cayuga Street cistern meant no water was available for a house fire that broke
out. The house burned.
It was shortly after this that the Homer Volunteer Fire Department was
organized, with two companies: Tioughnioga Steamer Co. No. 1 and Tioughnioga
Hose Co. No. 1. These were composed of the businessmen and more prominent
young men of the village. One of Jedediah Barber’s grandsons, Samuel McClellan
Barber, was elected Chief of the Fire Department. W. H. Harrison Blaney was
elected Assistant Chief. John J. Arnold was Secretary, and George W. Cottrell was
Treasurer. The Village Trustees appointed Hoel C. Pierce engineer for the steamer
at an annual salary of $125. Each of the two Companies had their own officers,
headed by a Foreman or Captain.
In 1874, the Fire Department provided uniforms for the men. Thirty men
marching in several parades that year were a sight to behold as were the men when
they assembled for the funeral of a valued member.
In September of 1877 an independent fire company was formed. This
was Tempest Hose Co. No. 2. It was made up of men between the ages of sixteen
and twenty who were to help the Fire Department when necessary. They bought
some of the old equipment and a discarded hand pumper and was said to be a great
asset to the community at the time of disastrous fires. Their first elected officers
were: Foreman, George A. Brockway; Assistant Foreman, LeGrand A. Brainard;
Secretary, Frank M. Newton; and Treasurer, F. Eugene Stone. When this Company
disbanded in 1898, it was known as Tempest Hose Co. No. 3.

By 1878, the village was expanding westward across the railroad tracks.
Residents there started complaining of inadequate fire protection because of the
distance from the water source – the river. Thus, the decision was made to dig wells
for fire use only. One was at the corner of James and Fulton. Another was east of
the tracks on Cayuga, and there were others. In the same year, Tempest Hose Co.
No. 2 was taken into the Department as a regular company, and the Village saw
that they received more equipment. At one point, as West Road (now Route 281)
became lined with homes and a Woolen Factory, West Side Hose Company No. 3
had a fire house on the west side of the artery. The structure has since been renovated into a residential dwelling.
Due to some internal discord, Tempest Hose Co. No. 1 split up. One part
formed a new company and took the name Tioughnioga Hose Co. No. 2. So, as
of 1878, the Homer Fire Department consisted of four companies. At this time, an
alarm system was instituted, with different numbers of strokes on the fire bell used
to summon the various companies. The system was soon abandoned because some
companies felt they were being treated unfairly.
1882 was a busy year. One company changed its name, one disbanded,
and two new ones formed. Tempest Hose Co. No. 2 became Tempest Hose Co.
No. 3. Tempest Engine Co. No. 4 was created, and Tioughnioga Hose Co. No.
1 disbanded. Members of the latter company formed a new company, the Orient
Hook and Ladder Co. No. 5. When their hook and ladder truck, purchased by the
Village, finally arrived on September 8, 1882, it was said to be “a gala day.”
December 16, 1882, was not a celebratory day in Homer. A disastrous fire
caused the demise of P. F. Smith’s grocery store. It was reported that “someone
goofed” and allowed Company 4’s hand engine and some of their leather hose to
freeze up. In any time period, winter can be the most difficult season for a fire
fighter. Icy temperatures, high winds, and blinding snow storms present challenges. It was not unusual in such circumstances for non-member citizens to be
asked to give a hand. Records indicate that some young men started as “torch
boys” with uniforms like those of the firemen they hoped to become. Many a meal
prepared for a husband was for naught when a local factory whistle was blown and
a fireman had to dash off to save someone’s building from a chimney fire. The fire
whistle indicated there was a fire; it did not tell you where the fire was.
In 1884, Homer voted to install a water system. This was about the time
that insurance companies were refusing to do business in municipalities with no
fire protection. The next year the waterworks were started, mains laid, hydrants put
in, pumps installed, and a tank constructed on East Hill. The tank had a single line
acting as both supply and offtake, giving a static pressure head downtown of some
ninety pounds per square inch. The system was first tested on October 29, 1885.
The first fire afterward was in the ceiling and roof of the Homer Wagon Company
on Albany Street. Although the men had had little practice in the use of hydrants,
it was reported that they put out the fire with only minimal loss.
In 1887, according to the Warden’s report, members of the hose companies
found it very inconvenient to hang up the hoses at the fire house on James Street,
which is now occupied by Heritage Realty of Central New York. It was recommended that a gas jet be placed up in the tower so the men could see what they
were doing.

Fire Station on James Street, from a calendar distributed by The Homer
National Bank.

In 1893, when the Academy on the Green burned, the Fire Department
had a hand-drawn hook and ladder truck. Later it was stored in the Village Garage
on Fulton Street and fell into disrepair over time. The Department bought its first
motorized truck in 1920. It was a chain-driven, high wheeled, hard rubber-tired
vehicle manufactured by Brockway Motors. It had to be cranked, and it just had
a soda-acid tank. A pump was put on it, and it stayed in service until the motor
burned out.
In 1933, the Department built a hook and ladder truck on a Cadillac chassis donated by John Briggs. The 55 foot ladder took three men to lift and five to
hoist, using poles that fit into recesses at the top and center. But the single greatest
boost to the Department came in June 5, 1941, when the present fire station on
Main Street was dedicated. The cost was $60,000.
see

FIRE DEPARTMENT, page 8
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Holiday Train Fun at the Living History Center
Saturday, December 7th saw a good turnout for the Holiday Train Day at the CNY
Living History Center in Cortlandville.
"Youngsters" of all ages came out to see the model trains set up in the cafeteria
of the Museum as well as the larger setup in the Homeville Museum component
of the Living History Center.
The children in these photos were a little timid at first, but it didn't take long for
them to get accustomed to operating the displayed trains.
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News from the Library

December 25th - no storytime
Jan. 1st – no story time
Jan. 8th – Story Time resumes

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Breathing Deeply
It’s easy to walk by a house and just
see a building, but for the people who
live there it’s a home. A home holds
memories. This is the counter I sat on
watching my mother make pudding.
This is the bookcase my father made me
when I was a child. Sometimes a home
can hold memories of those who we
never knew, but somehow running our
hands over the same banister, or looking
out the same window connects us to a
past, a present, a future.
For a librarian, a library is much like
that. Often when I come into work early
in the morning, the building is dark and
quiet, almost eerie. Yet, I can stand in
the dark, the books illuminated only by
the street lights shining in the windows,
and feel surrounded by all the stories in
the world. It’s as if the woodwork has
absorbed not just the stories that sit on
shelves, but the stories of all the people
who have walked through the doors
of this building. Stories of laughing
children, and smiling elderly women,
and beleaguered parents running after
toddlers. There is a sense of connection,
to time and place and literature. It’s as
if generations of people are standing
together in silence looking out these
arched windows and taking a deep
shared breath.
In our modern scurrying world, it
may sound old-fashioned to say it, but

winter is designed for slowing down
and reflecting. In the hustle of the holidays, we may forget that short days and
cold weather invite quiet evenings in
front of fires telling stories. Winter was
meant to be like standing in a dark and
empty library and taking a deep breath.
It’s a chance to surround yourself with
quiet and take a moment to contemplate. If the Danes have Hygge (getting
cozy at home) and the Swedes have
Lagom (that Swedish concept of just
the right amount, not too much, not too
little), then surely a librarian can have
Standing Quietly in the Dark surrounded by Stories and Breathing Deeply.

What’s New at the Library?
Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library has some new episodes. Follow
the link to the podcast from our website or Facebook page and join us for
conversations about happenings at the
library and the love of reading.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Ashley
meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am. This
fun program for children from infants to
pre-school age meets every Wednesday
morning when school is in session.
There is no program on snow days or
school vacation.

Where Was This Accident?
Clinton Street Bridge over Factory Brook.
Thanks to Darrell Cottom, Dave Barber and Danny Davis for identifying
the location. The property was owned by Alec Brown, now owned by Matt
Casey.
Darrell, Dave and Danny all lived in the neighborhood near the bridge
several years ago.

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Tuesday
afternoons from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm.
We meet right after school any Tuesday
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games, and
songs.
December 24th – No program
December 31st – No program
Jan. 7th – program resumes

Christmas Story Time
Mark your calendars for a special
holiday story time for the whole family. On December 23rd at 5 pm, join us
for a Christmas story time for all ages.
We’ll be reading Christmas stories by
our favorite authors with our favorite characters. There’ll be Christmas
snacks and crafts, too.
Register at the library.

Popcorn and a Movie
Join us on Friday, Dec. 27th for a
showing of Downton Abbey, the movie.
We’ll have tea and crumpets at 5:30
pm, followed by the movie at 6 pm.
The film is rated PG. Please remember
the library closes at 6 pm, so be sure to
get here ten minutes before the movie
starts. Registration is preferred.

Parent & Caregiver Book Club
Join us for a six week book club to
discuss The Conscious Parent: Transforming Ourselves, Empowering Our
Children by Shefali Tsabary. This program will be held in the DELL, our
toddler room on Friday mornings at
10:30 am beginning on January 10th and
ending on February 14th. Little ones can
play together as parents discuss three
chapters each week. Come share and
discuss ways in which we can become
more conscious parents, learning and
growing alongside our children. Books
are available for purchase from the
library at a cost of $12 at the time of
registration. Space is limited so register
early.

Just add a Dragon – A Fantasy
and Adventure Writing
Workshop

Above photo shows street
as it is today.

The library will host a four week fantasy and adventure writing workshop
for 3rd through 5th graders. Workshops
will be held on Thursdays, Jan. 9th, 16th,
23rd and 30th from 4 to 5 pm. Sessions
will include generating ideas for stories,
developing a plot and characters, along
with time to write. Participants will be
invited to submit their stories for an

upcoming issue of the library Zine. Call
or stop by the library to register.

Fiction, Food, and Flick
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for just
the book discussion, just the food and
flick, or for both.
The book/movie for January is To Kill
a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, which
was made into the classic movie starring Gregory Peck. We’ll be discussing
the book on Jan. 21st at 6 pm and we’ll
watch the movie on Jan. 28th at 6 pm.

Raptor Life Histories
The Cornell Raptor program is at the
library Friday, Jan 24th at 5 pm as part
of Winterfest. Raptor Life Histories is
a chance to learn about and meet these
fascinating birds of prey. The Cornell
Raptor program will provide information highlighting the unique characteristics and adaptations shared by birds
of prey.

MakerSpace at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
Stop in as a family or individual to
use our tech toys, gadgets, and tools in
the MakerSpace. You can use Cubelets,
littleBits, LEGOs, and Keva Blocks to
build gadgets and learn about technology. You can even sign up to use our 3D
Printer. The MakerSpace will be closed
on Wednesdays, Dec. 25th and Jan. 1st.
It will be open on Saturday, Dec. 28th
from 10:30 am till 12 noon.

Tech Help
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want help with an
online job application? Tech help is
available Thursdays from 6 to 8 pm.
Tech help will also be available on
Saturday December 28th from 1 -2 pm.

Library Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board will meet in January
on Monday, Jan. 20th at 7 pm.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:

Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
10 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

JOHN FINN

B

A Special Message From Your
County Legislators
By
Kelly Fairchild Preston Homer District LD10
and Linda Jones Homer District LD9
The Cortland County Legislature is
excited to begin a four year term of
service beginning January 1st.
The group of legislators recently
elected is, in our opinion, very ambitious and dedicated to the betterment of
Cortland County. One of the incoming
legislators is Kevin Fitch, LD8 (Scott,
Preble, Homer) which is in the circulation area of The Homer News.
Mr. Fitch is the former Scott Town
Supervisor and brings a lot of government experience to his new position.
We personally want to extend our congratulations to him and welcome him to
the Legislature.
We are proud to call Homer our hometown and will continue our unwavering commitment to a transparent and
responsible government. It is a privilege to serve you, and we will continue
our quarterly reports in this publication.
We advocate for constituent participation and encourage you to attend any
committee meeting or monthly session.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Through the decades, many prominent men have served as Fire Chiefs
and other officers. Names like Darby, Burgett, Riter, Crosley, and Irish, among
others, readily come to the minds of those who have lived in Homer for much of
their lives. By 1973, a dedicated John T. Allen had been in active service for over
fifty years.
Over time, firefighting has improved and become big business, and
heavier trucks and more modern equipment have become expensive but necessary.
Fire prevention education and rescue are part of the mission today. Training is
now mandatory. And the area served by the Homer Fire Department now extends
outside the village into surrounding rural territory. One must keep in mind that the
Homer Fire Department has always been a volunteer fire department. The department, like those across the nation, is now facing a serious shortage of personnel
willing to serve voluntarily. That creates additional burdens going forward.
So, folks, do enjoy this holiday season, but please exercise caution in the
kitchen, with the fireplace, with candles and with electrically-powered decorations. Failure to do so may put not only you in jeopardy but the volunteer firefighters of Homer who risk life and limb to keep us all safe throughout the years. Let
us tip our hats in gratitude to a department that originated 146 years ago and is still
going strong!
The major source for this article: Burden, Howard W. “History of the Homer Fire
Department” in a booklet prepared in observance of the centennial of the Homer
Fire Department and the 80th Annual Central New York’s Firemen’s Convention
held in Homer from July 18-21, 1973. Printed by the Cortland Press.

A schedule can be located on the county web-site at https://www.cortland-co.
org.
The web-site has information on
meetings, agendas, minutes, contact
information and more. Videos of prior
Legislative Sessions and audios of this
past year’s committee meetings can
also be accessed there.
We offer all of you our sincere gratitude for your confidence in our leadership and wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New Year!
“Christmas gift suggestions: To your
enemy, forgiveness. To an opponent,
tolerance. To a friend, your heart. To
a customer, service. To all, charity. To
every child, a good example. To yourself, respect.” Oren Arnold
Kelly Preston, LD10 and Linda Jones,
LD9
kpreston@cortland-co.org and ljones@
cortland-co.org

THE HOMER NEWS
is brought to you

FREE
Of course, we all know that
nothing is FREE. Someone
must pay. Please thank our
loyal advertisers, for they
pay so you can get it FREE!!!

Happy Holidays
from
The Caregivers Resource Center
i Respite Care
i Support/Counseling (one on one or group)
i Workshops/Seminars
.

i Resource Library
i Project Lifesaver

i Personal Emergency Response Systems
i I Am Okay Today Program
Please call 753-5060 for more information.

The Cortland County Area Agency on Aging is sponsored by the Cortland County Legislature in conjunction
with the New York State Office of the Aging under Title III of the Older Americans Act of 2016 as amended
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Where is The Homer News Being Read??
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

The Homer News was read at the Outer Banks
NC by Pam and Mike Williams

“ Helen Dunning and Gwen Dunning Dorn are
reading The Homer News in sunny Southern
California! They are the sister-in-law and
niece of Pat & Dick Hemmings of Homer,
New York.”

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2019 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen, Sinfully Sweet Cafe,
Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer & Cortlandville
Offices, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Dandy Mart, Brown’s
Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY
Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Little
Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts, Antiques on James,
Express Mart.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be January 2, 2020.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is December 23, 2019.

A Christmas Carol Arrives Just In Time For Christmas!
Finishing touches to a cast of 40 actors, carolers, wassailers and street urchins bring local genius Jim
Coon's adaptation of the Charles Dickens classic, A CHRISTMAS CAROL at the Center for the Arts for
7:30 pm viewings Wed through Friday, Dec. 18, 19 and 20.
Local rockstar and veteran master thespian Matt Steele headlines as the iconic Ebenezer Scrooge, an odious, miserly pinch-pot who is in for a cosmic shakeup from his long-dead business partner, Jacob Marley
(Jim Coon), on Christmas Eve and three rude awakenings from spirits from his own past, present and
future (JenniferLeigh Clune, Jon Gay and a terrifyingly masked actor—no fair telling who). Along the
way through Scrooge's night of terror, memory, and eventual redemption we meet long-ago classmate
Daniel (Ethan Masslin) do-gooder solicitors (Bryan Valentine Thomas and Jim Kane), irate business colleague (Scott Gay), desperately indebted tenants (Wesley Lewis and Amanda Van Vorce), the ruffian Adam
(Jack Brown), and the “I'll-box-your-ears!” butcher's son (Emory Sears).
Scrooge is forced to review key events leading up to his crotchety old age enacted by his sweet sister
Fan (Sophia Wineburg), his erstwhile fiancee Belle (Carolyn Zobel), his stern father (Jim Kane), and
younger iterations of himself (Drew Thomas and Owen Thomas), his jolly nephew Fred (Zack Sovocool)
and his wife (Marissa Ann Riccardi). Thrusting into the appalling future are the pitiful representations of
Ignorance and Want (Barrett Zogg and Annabelle Zogg) ghouls who hawk his personal possessions including his very bedsheets (Maria Mucaria, Bryn Carr and Jim Coon), all goaded on by the undertaker and our
story's narrator, the mysterious Mr. Wilberton (assistant director Greg Moller).
Central to the story is the impoverished and put-upon Cratchit family, headed by the mother, Emily
(Marissa Gay Zogg) and Scrooge's nincompoop clerk, Bob (Jack Carr). Lest we forget, the always-hungry children (nine of them!) include the "crippled" Tiny Tim (Sadi Niggli) and his older siblings (Brigid
Comerford, Daniel Hardesty, Eden Sears, Leah Hardesty, Brayden Partigianoni, Danny Niggli, Kaitlyn
Boylan, and Gianna Partigianoni). Joining the onstage frolics are Elise Sears, Hayden Wineburg, Kara
Lyn Difulvio, Amelia Brown, Dorothy Kilmer, Emily Marshall, Levi Niggli and Toby Carr.
Stage Manager/Choreographer Dylinn Andrew wrangles the cast and leads a design crew of Jim Coon,
Melissa Moreland Campos and Dana Jane Comfort. Wassailers are directed by Sam Herwood and Bryn
Carr. Evocative period costumes are designed and re-created by Stacey Goldyn-Moller of Magpie Custom
Creations. The Center’s Executive Director Ty Marshal sees this three-peat production as a holiday gift
to the community in this low-cost family-friendly presentation.
Tickets are on sale at the box office: www.center4art.org and at (607) 749-4900. And as Tiny Tim so
eloquently reminds us all:
“God Bless us, Every One!” ###
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate
Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com
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info@oldehomerhouse.com
R. MICHAEL SHAFER
Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm

SCOLARO
F E T T E R
GRI Z A N T I
McGOUGH, P.C.

44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

SF
GM

PHONE (315) 696-8918
DIRECT FAX (315) 671-1217
E-MAIL: mshafer@scolaro.com
www.scolaro.com
397 STATE ROUTE 281
TULLY, NY 13159

Open
Year ‘Round

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm

Solar Lease Review Available

Sun. 11 am - 4 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES

KMA’S ROOFING
We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

NEED WATER?

Elizabeth Brewster House

DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720

Leave Message

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

12b17
Since 1968

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

12b16

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
5b19
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

.
..
.

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV
&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS
ACROSS
1. Taken where?
6. Vegas bandit’s body part
9. Titian’s Venus or Collier’s Godiva
13. Indian metropolis
14. Flapper’s neckwear
15. E-cigarette output
16. Galsworthy’s “The Forsyte
____,” pl.
17. Bovine hangout
18. UV light absorber
19. *Scrooge’s late partner
21. *December 26th, a.k.a. ____
Day
23. Ideas worth spreading, acr.
24. Great deal
25. *Like Santa’s suit
28. “____ Las Vegas,” Presley
song
30. 1/100th of a ruble
35. Pupil’s place
37. *Sleigh bell sound
39. Fairytale dust-sprinkler
40. German Mrs.
41. Chose between competitors
43. Type of ballistic missile, acr.
44. Not a gregarious one
46. Castaway’s home
47. Fungal spore sacs
48. Pencil end, often
50. ____-a-Sketch
52. Summer color
53. Cuckoo
55. “____ the ramparts...”
57. *Santa’s call
60. *Welcoming holiday decor
63. Bird of prey’s hunting tool
64. 16th birthday gift?
66. Engages the services
68. Skirt shape
69. Beehive State native
70. Bikini, e.g.
71. Bibliophile’s concern, sing.
72. D.C. bigwig
73. Australian Aboriginal’s war club
DOWN
1. *Do holiday ones start earlier
every year?
2. Show pleasure
3. Aquarium organism
4. Navigational aid
5. *Hanukkah month
6. Competently
7. Wade’s 1973 opponent
8. Not yes, nor no
9. Like Hitler’s Germany
10. Second word in fairytale

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

11. *Ding follower in “Wonderful
Christmastime”
12. *”But I heard him exclaim, ____ he
drove out of sight...”
15. Public opinion, in Great Britain
20. Changes to a manuscript
22. Sturdy tree
24. Telephone part
25. *Ralphie’s wish
26. Trial’s partner
27. Late Princess of Wales
29. IV+IV
31. Type of cotton fiber
32. Exit plus s
33. Around
34. *Macaulay’s famous character
36. Takes to court
38. *Hanukkah gift
42. “Magnolia” ware
45. Not in its original form
49. Pep rally syllable
51. TV variety show classic
54. Concentrate
56. Yogurt-based dip
57. *Manger’s glow
58. Dish of stewed meat
59. “____ if you...,” on a bumper sticker
60. Small songbird
61. Trampled
62. In custody
63. Coca Cola’s first diet drink
65. *What Whos did to roast beast?
67. Silvester Stallone’s nickname

VOL

ISS

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
1
2
3

PUB DATE

DEADLINE

1/2/2020
1/16/2020
1/30/2020
2/13/2020
2/27/2020
3/12/2020
3/26/2020
4/9/2020
4/23/2020
5/7/2020
5/21/2020
6/4/2020

12/23/2020
1/7/2020
1/21/2020
2/4/2020
2/18/2020
3/3/2020
3/17/2020
3/31/2020
4/14/2020
4/28/2020
5/12/2020
5/26/2020
6/9/2020
6/23/2020
7/7/2020
7/21/2020

6/18/2020
7/2/2020
7/16/2020
7/30/2020
The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
December 5
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing, Fall Clean-ups, Gutter
Cleaning, Junk Removal, Pressure
Washing Houses & Decks, Cleanouts,
Driveway Sealing, Shrub Trimming,
Painting, Staining, Mulching, Much
More. Fully Insured, Free Estimates.
Reasonable Rates. 607-299-4676 1c20

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS - 13
Yard dumpsters available, cleanouts, junk removal, construction
debris. Commercial, Residential.
Fully Insured. Resonable Rates.
Owner - Shane Keep. 607-299-4676
1b20
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Homer Junior High School Students Selected for
Junior High Area All-State Ensembles
On November 2, 16 Homer Central School students performed at the
NYSSMA (New York State School Music Association) District 3 Area
All-State Concert at Ithaca High School. These students each prepared a
music solo which was performed last spring for a NYSSMA judge who
rated it by a state standard scale. When a student is rated as either excellent or superior, they can apply for the Area All-State Ensembles.
Sixteen Homer Junior High Students were chosen! For the Wind Ensemble,
Hannah B., Mackenzie L., Nina S., Aaron L., Morgan R., and Nick K. performed. Their instrumental music teacher is Ms. Grace Demerath. On the
vocal side, Stuart C., Lavinia C., and Chris S. performed with the Mixed
Choir, and Leah B., Adia H., Sophia W., Lily R., Alyssa S., Abigail W.,
and Grace J. performed with the Treble Choir. Their vocal music teacher
is Mr. John Melvin.
The students prepared their festival music this fall while fulfilling their
academic responsibilities, and participating in extracurricular activities
such as sports and theatre. Seven of the students entered Homer High
School this fall.

How to Encourage Your
Child’s Imagination and SelfExpression
(StatePoint) Childhood is a time for imaginations to run wild. But when children’s schedules are filled to the brim with too many structured classes and
extra-curricular activities, it can limit self-expression.
After carving out space and time for letting your child’s creative mind flourish,
consider these ideas and tips:
• Play Dress-Up: Playing dress-up gives children opportunities to empathize,
solve problems, increase their vocabulary and work together. Handbags, hats,
old eyeglass frames -- the next time you clean out your wardrobe, give those
items a second life in the costume closet, where they will help your children
build worlds and tell stories.
• Provide Interactive Toys: Many of today’s interactive toys are packed with big
potential for creative self-expression. For example, Myla the Magical Unicorn
from VTech, a colorful unicorn toy that glitters with lights as she talks and
sings, introduces early concepts of color combination in a fun way. Kids can
practice matching and mixing colors using a magic brush to decorate Myla, and
stylize her by brushing her tail and braiding her mane. Using the microphone,
kids can sing a rocking duet, and when it’s time to go solo, they can pull the
microphone away, so Myla stops singing but keeps playing music.
• Talk It Out: Whether you’re running errands or eating dinner, you can promote
creative thinking just by spending this time talking. Start a conversation with
your child about books and art. Ask questions about your child’s day. Whatever
the topic may be, just be sure to avoid conversational dead-ends, such as yesor-no questions. Instead, foster a dialogue that lends itself to new questions,
discovery, and vivid descriptions of sights, sounds and feelings.
When parents provide children with time, space and freedom to play, create and
build on their own, their imaginations can soar.
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