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Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!

bensondavis.com

Benson Davis Insurance
r

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

Around TownHomer/Scott 
Senior Center 
Activities

EVENTS
CALENDAR

As space permits, The Homer News 
will print a brief notice of your organiza-
tion’s event at no charge in the EVENTS 
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices 
we suggest you purchase a display ad. 
Please keep in mind our publishing sched-
ule and deadlines: January 21, 2020 for 
the January 30, 2020 issue.

 

Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial 
– Self-Storage – Commercial – 

Reside al – Solid Core – Garages  

CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770 
Like us on Facebook  
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077 

Contact us today for your building needs!  

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC. 

Big or small, we 
tackle it all! 

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

Zonta Seeking 
Nominations 
for Woman of 
Achievement
   The Zonta Club of Cortland is seek-
ing nominations for the 2020 Woman 
of Achievement.
  This award honors a woman who, 
through her contributions to the com-
munity, has improved the status of 
women and/or children.  This year’s 
winner will be celebrated at a luncheon 
on May 3rd at Tinelli’s Hathaway 
House in Solon.
   The Zonta club is thrilled to continue 
this annual honor now in its 42nd year, 
a tradition since 1979.  The luncheon 
is also a fundraiser, allowing the Zonta 
Club of Cortland to contribute to the 
Cortland County agencies that benefit 
women and children, as well as pro-
viding scholarships to women in the 
county, furthering their education.
   Nomination forms can be found at the 
local libraries, as well as at the YWCA 
and YMCA, or by contacting Diane 
Van Houten at 607/756-5068.        
   Nomination deadline for consider-
ation this year is March 7th.

Please join us at the Scott Senior 
Center Tuesdays  (8:00-3:30)
Tuesday  the Scott Senior Center serves 
a delicious lunch with activities to fol-
low, scrap booking and card making 
every Tuesday at 12:30pm . 
On Friday’s  we have knit and chat, 
and coffee hour at 9:30. After break-
fast we play Mexican train (dominoes) 
at 10.00.
We serve Breakfast Every Friday .Our 
menu varies, we are open from 6 -1:30 
serving breakfast from 7-9:30.
 
Homer Senior Center is open Monday 
evening from 12:00 - 7:30pm serving 
dinner at 4:30, pitch starts at 5:30pm.
Pizza night is the 1st Monday of the 
month.  We play Wii every Monday 
from 2:30-4:30.
We serve meals Wednesday and 
Thursday at 11:30 followed by activi-
ties. 
We have our Brunch the 4th Wednesday 
of the month from 10:30 – 12:30.
Bone saver exercise is every Monday 
and Wednesday from 1:30-3:30
For any questions or to make a meal 
reservation please contact 
Scott Center manager at (607)749-7973 
or in Homer 749-2362

   Jordan Marsh of Homer had been 
named to the Dean's List for the Fall 
2019 semester at Monroe Community 
College in Rochester, NY. 
   Marsh is majoring in nursing. The 
Dean's List recognizes the academic 
achievement of students who complete 
the semester with a grade point average 
of 3.50 or higher. Jordan finished with 
a 3.947. 
   Jordan is a 2019 graduate of Homer.

Homer Grad on 
Dean's List at 
Monroe Community 
College

Know the 10 Signs:
Early Detection Matters
   The warning signs of Alzheimer’s 
disease are often dismissed as side 
effects of normal aging. 
  
   If you or someone you know is expe-
riencing memory loss or behavioral 
changes, it’s time to learn the facts. 
Early detection gives you a chance to 
begin drug therapy, enroll in clinical 
studies and plan for the future. 

  Attend this training to learn the 10 
Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s disease. 

  We’ll separate myth from reality and 
address commonly-held fears about 
Alzheimer’s in America. 

  Hear from people who have the dis-
ease and find out how to recognize the 
signs in yourself and others.

   Thursday, 2/13/20 from 2-3:30pm
Room 302 of the COB

  Please join us for these free events 
hosted by the Cortland County Area 
Agency on Aging’s Caregiver Resource 
Center, Call (607)753-5060 to register.

The Homeville Museum of the CNY Living History Center is seeking nominations 
for the 2020 inductees into the Cortland County Hall of Fame. Our goal this year 
is to add an additional five people whose achievements in industry, public service, 
military, and entertainment are worth honoring. Here, we will also be showcasing 
the rich history of America and Cortland County. 
The full procedures of this event can be obtained through our website or our email. 
Hard copies will also be available for pick up at our address.

Submitting a nomination can be as simple as providing the individual’s name 
which can be received through email or mailed to:

 Hall of Fame Committee
 Homeville Museum
 PO Box 162
 Homer, NY 13077

All nominations must be submitted by March 13, 2020. Following the nomination 
process, a panel of community members will select this year’s honorees. We are 
seeking volunteers and/or suggestions for members of this panel. If you would like 
to volunteer or suggest someone for the panel, please contact us.

The 2020 honorees will be announced by late April and inducted on May 9, 2020. 
Details for this procedure will be posted on the Homeville Museum website and 
Facebook page when finalized. Each honoree will have their picture and biography 
displayed, their names added to the Hall of Fame plaque within the Homeville 
Museum, CNY Living History Center.

Website: https://homevillemuseum.wordpress.com/cny-local-history/
Email: homeville@cnylivinghistory.org.  
Address: The CNY Living History Center, 4386 US Route 11, Cortland, NY
Number: 607-299-4185

Nominate Someone For the 
Hall of Fame
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281) 
Cortland NY  13045

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge 
and Experience Count! 

We Sell Results, Not Promises. 
Time to Buy or Sell? 

Call us at 607-753-6766 SSold on Cortland County!
www.hagerealestate.com 

email@hagerealestate.com 

Driver Refresher Class 
January 27 & 28
A six-hour AARP “Smart Driver” refresher course geared for drivers aged 
50 and older, but open to drivers of any age, is being offered over two days 
on Monday, January 27 and Tuesday, January 28 from 9:00am-12:00pm at 
the Virgil Town Hall located at 1176 Church Street, Cortland. 

This course is approved by the N.Y.S. Department of Motor Vehicles for 
points and insurance reduction.

Preregistration is required by calling the Cortland County Health Department 
at 758-5509. Participants are encouraged to bring your AARP Membership 
Card for a discount on the class fee, which can be paid only by check, 
money order, or cash, and a sweater or jacket. Class may be rescheduled 
due to lack of registrations, and walk-ins might be turned away.

This class is sponsored by AARP and Cortland County’s Health Department 
and Area Agency on Aging.

A gift subscription to The Homer News will help keep your 
out-of-town friends and relatives informed. $36/year for 1st 
Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Physical Therapy
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Return to what matters most

Mark Williams, PT, DPT
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT

NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

www.edwardjones.com
CPIS rebmeM 

James E Hopkins
Financial Advisor
.

3 N Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
607-749-2982
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Join us

for an Open House

Come warm up the winter season with us.

during Winterfest 2020

January 25th 
           9am-1pm

   The Homer Community Blood Drive 
will be held Saturday, February 15th, 
from 8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer 
First United Methodist Church, 16 
Cayuga Street(on the Green) 
   A Double Red Cell Collection unit 
will be available at this drive for type 
A-,B-,AB-, and O. 
  Donors - get good night's sleep, 
hydrate, and streamline your donation 
experience and save up to 15 min-
utes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass to complete your pre-dona-
tion reading and health history ques-
tions on the day of your appointment. 
   Anyone who wishes to donate should 
call and make an appointment at 
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.
redcrossblood.org
   Folks with appointments are given 
first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.

Blood Drive Feb. 
15, 1st United 
Methodist Church

  Jazz Happens Band will be 
performing at Saint Margaret’s 
Church on Copeland Avenue 
in Homer.
   Please join us on Saturday 
January 25th at 7:00 in the 
Parish Hall for an evening of 
wonderful music and fellow-
ship. 
  Tickets are available at the 
door or in the parish office as 
well as after masses.
  Refreshments will be avail-
able.

"Jazz Happens" 
to Perform at 
St. Margaret's 
Church Jan. 25
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, 
Homer Town and Village Historian

 Interesting Features of Life in Post-Civil War Homer
How much do you know about activities in Homer after the Civil War? 

Pouring over the Village Board Minutes for the years 1866 through 1871 allows 
one to discover some interesting things that went on in an earlier Homer. Here are 
several items for your edification. Does anything surprise you as you read along? Be 
sure to read to the end where a local lawsuit reached the State Supreme Court. The 
case and its participants just might astonish you.

1866:
On May 4th the Village allocated $800 for the building of bridges on Pine 

and Wall Streets. These were not the lenticular truss bridges of iron we have today. 
They were erected by the Town Government in 1881. No, wood, masonry and paint 
were called for in 1866 for bridge-building.

At the same meeting, funds were provided for a “Lock Up.” This term 
meant a Jail. Later records indicate that local attorney John Patten was paid rent for 
a “Lock Up” he provided the Village. Perhaps it was an unoccupied horse stable? 

It was decided that the gas Street-Lamps be allowed to burn until half past 
ten o’clock P.M., and in cases of “Public Exhibitions or services of any kind” the 
lamps were to be allowed to burn until 11 P.M. The services of a lamplighter were 
to be secured. The pay was not to exceed six shillings per night. At the next meeting, 
Board member Alphonso Stone reported that he had engaged William C. Lewis to 
perform the duties of the Village lamplighter at five shillings per night.

On May 9, Dr. George W. Bradford appeared before the Board and “made 
some suggestions in regard to what ought to be done to put the Village in a good 
sanitary condition.” On the motion of Charles. O. Newton, the Board voted in favor 
of authorizing Dr. Bradford “to visit each house in town and examine into its sani-
tary conditions.”

On May 28, a poll tax of fifty cents was added to the other taxes imposed 
upon village residents.

On June 6, the Board voted that the Secretary should “notify the owners or 
occupants of Mechanics Hall and the Ice House located on James Street to put said 
premises in a sanitary condition at once.”

At the next Board meeting, on June 15th, a vote was passed upon a motion 
made by John Patten, Esq. that the Board should “prosecute Matilda Lamberson for 
keeping a house of ill-fame.” At the same meeting, Village Clerk Harrison Hoyt was 
appointed Corporation [i.e. Village] Attorney for the ensuing year. Trustees C. O. 
Newton and John L. Boorum were appointed as a committee “to act in conjunction 
with the Corporation Attorney in the prosecution” of Matilda Lamberson. They were 
ordered to compel Lamberson “to give bonds for her good behavior for the ensuing 
year.”

On July 2, William Haight was granted permission to erect a tent between 
the Academy and the Congregational-Presbyterian Church on the Green for “the 
purpose of giving an Exhibition on the 4th Day of July.” Three men were appointed 
as “special policemen” for the Fourth.

On August 7, the Board approved payment of the $4.00 bill submitted by 
Timothy Burr for cleaning the premises of William Joy.

On October 16, the Board approved removal from the table and payment of 
a bill for five dollars submitted by John S. Smith “for conveying Cortland Firemen 
home after the Sherman Buildings burned in 1864.” No explanation was given for 
the long delay in payment.

In November, the Village paid the gas bill for lighting the village streets for 
the month of August: $57.30.

1867:
In February, a bill in the amount of $12.50 was to be paid for care of the 

Town Clock. This may have been the clock in the Congregational Church steeple. 
When this writer was a child, he recalls the clock, which worked then and rang out 
the hours, being called “the Town Clock.”

On March 4, the Board authorized the payment of twenty dollars to Harrison 
Hoyt for his services during the past year as Village Clerk and as Corporate Attorney 
“in the case of The People vs Lamberson.” At the same meeting, a committee was 
appointed to negotiate with Charles H. Wheadon and Thomas D. Chollar about the 
matter of widening James Street. The result was $300 being paid to Wheadon and 
Chollar for the purpose of purchasing land so that the east end of James Street could 
be widened.

On September 12, the Board directed Street Commissioner Samuel Bean 
to see that all trees along the streets of the village where there were gaslights be 
trimmed to a height of at least twelve feet from the ground.

1868:
On March 10th, a committee of three -- Wheadon, Stone, and Clark -- was 

charged with conferring with the Trustees of the Academy to “ascertain on what 
terms the main building of Cortland Academy can be purchased to be used as an 
Engine House and Town Hall.” Nothing seems to have come of this endeavor. 
Instead, the Academy building was demolished and replaced with a new school 
edifice.

On June 26, the Corporation Attorney was authorized to notify Levi 
Rockefeller “to put his meat market in a sanitary condition.”

At the same time, Trustee Stone was authorized to notify Nelson. G. Burr 
that “his premises must be cleaned up.” On September 10, Mr. J. R. Dixon and Mr. 
Wheadon presented a petition setting forth the claim that the building owned and 
occupied by Nelson G. Burr was “a nuisance by reason of its being a residence and 

resort of prostitutes and bad characters of both sexes.”  The petition was referred 
to Corporate Lawyer Hoyt “for his examination and opinion as to the power of the 
Board to act.” The existence of “houses of ill repute” in Homer may seem scandalous 
to modern sensibilities, but it should be noted here that women turned to prostitution 
on a casual or steady basis as a survival strategy in a sex segregated labor market 
that paid women perilously low wages, or in response to family disruptions such as 
paternal or spousal abandonment. Though there were risks of disease, harassment 
by law enforcement, and unintended pregnancy, prostitution could be profitable, and 
it provided some women with a path towards economic independence at a time of 
limited economic opportunities for females.

1869:
On April 7th, the Board voted to notify the owners of the plank road between 

Homer and Cortland to put the road in good order within the Village of Homer or “to 
give up their pretended rights to control any portion of the street.” The plank road 
had previously been deemed a nuisance.

On September 6th, $30 was to be paid to architect George Almy for the let-
tering of the corner stone of the new Academy that had been constructed upon the 
Green.

1870:
On March 18, the Board accepted Mr. William Wakeley’s proposition “to 

wind and keep in repair the Town Clock…for the sum of $15 per year….”
On July 16, Newell Jones and Moses Gale were directed to visit the “Village 

Green” and to report “any trespasses thereon.” In the event that they were unable 
to attend to it, the President [Mayor] was authorized to “appoint other parties.” On 
August 6, the Board appointed Stone, Augustus Kingsbury, and Hoyt “to take coun-
sel in relation to the Village Green.” 

1871:
March 11th, J. M. Coats was to be compensated $5 for making a map of “The 

Green” to be used “in the case of The Village of Homer vs Wm Ives.”
At a meeting of the Village Board on May 26, with all members present, a 

resolution was passed  that stated as follows: “…the Corporation Attorney H. Hoyt 
be and he is hereby authorized and directed to commence an action in the name of 
the Village of Homer against The First Religious Society of Homer to restrain the 
members of said society from building or grading a road on or across the public 
Park or Green and he is further directed to prosecute said action to judgment and 
procure a decision as to the legal rights of the respective parties, and the Pres’t 
[Mayor] is hereby authorized to employ counsel in this case.” Alphonso Stone was 
the duly elected Village President at this time. The Village Trustees were Augustus 
H. Kingsbury, Amory W. Hobart, Oliver Glover, and David H. Hannum. On October 
3rd, $128.44 was allocated for costs incurred by M. M. Waters in the injunction Suit 
of Village of Homer vs First Religious Society of Homer. 

Unfortunately, the Minutes for the remainder of the year and next year, 
1872, are practically indecipherable, but another source does make mention of what 
happened in 1871 regarding litigation over the Green. While the six-acre Green was 
deeded to The First Religious Society in 1805 for religious and educational purposes 
(thirty years before the Village was incorporated), down through time the piece of 
real estate was permitted to be put to public use. This included drills and practices 
conducted by the early Fire Department, exercises conducted by the local Militia, 
public exhibitions, and musical concerts on a Village-owned bandstand. According 
to Howard Burden’s brief history of the fire department (1973), 

Because of this public use, and the fact that records were seldom seen…
the village assumed it owned the Green and it took a State Supreme Court 
decision in 1871 stating that the First Religious Society had title thereto by 
Fee Simple, in perpetuity.

Thus, today the Village is the steward of the historic Green, but The First 
Religious Society owns it and determines its use. There are some today who object 
to the heart of the Historic District being called “the Village Green,” when it is not 
the Village’s Green. At one time, the Native Americans who hunted through this 
region would have been surprised by the European notion of land ownership. For 
them, land was owned by the Great Spirit, and humans merely its temporary stew-
ards.

So, the Village Board continues to take actions it deems to be in the best 
interests of the health, security, and economic interests of the community just as 
the Village Board did in the post-Civil War era. And what will future inhabitants of 
Homer find surprising about today’s Municipal actions and our lifestyle?

From Homer National Bank Calendar
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
   A Public Hearing will be held by the Village 
of Homer Board of Trustees on Tuesday, January 
21, 2020. at 6:00 p.m. in Homer Town Hall, 
located at 31 North Main Street, Homer, New 
York. 
   This Public Hearing is regarding a Preliminary 
Development Plan for the property located on 
Dee Street, Tax Map # 66.42-02-01.000 – 66.42-
02-15.000.
   This Public Hearing will also be available to 
watch live and comment on our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/TheVillageofHomer/
   The above Preliminary Development Plan is 
open to inspection in the Homer Village Offices, 
31 North Main Street, Homer, New York. 
If you have any questions, please call The 
Village Office at 607-749-332. Persons wishing 
to appear at said hearing may do so in person, by 
attorney, or other representative.
   This Preliminary Development Plan is a 
major modification of a previously approved 
Development Plan.
   The original Planned Development District 
plan called for 24 living units comprised of sin-
gle family homes and apartments.
   The New Planned Development District plan 
proposes 40 condominiums; 13 duplex buildings, 
two 4-unit buildings, and one 6-unit building.
   The street, sewer and water were installed by 
the prior owner, now deceased.
   This Hearing is for the public to provide input 
on the Preliminary Plan that was presented to the 
Village in November of 2019.
   It is expected that after the Public Hearing on 
Jan. 21st the applicant will address comments 
made by the Cortland County Planning Board 
and the Homer Village Board.
   The Village Planning Board will then review 
the Plan and send it (with any recommendations) 
to the Village Board for approval. The Village 
Board can set requirements for the applicant to 
meet before construction starts.
   The public is encouraged to attend the meet-
ings to ask questions and keep themselves 
apprised of the progress.

Village Planning Board
The Village Planning Board meets the second Monday of each month at 
6:30 pm at the Homer Town Hall, as needed. If there are no items on the 
agenda, there is no meeting.

AT the January 13, 2020 meeting the planning considered the following 
items and took the actions as noted

1. Kevin Clark, 70 South West Street applied for a permit for removal of an 
existing sign and replacement of it with a taller sign approximately 3 feet 
north of the existing sign.
   The Planning Board approved the request.

2. Clint Brooks, representing the First National Bank of Dryden, requested 
approval to remove a section of grass and a picnic table at their parking 
lot to add 6 more  parking spaces. The Board determined that the proposed 
action will not produce any significant adverse environmental impact and 
approved the changes as requested.

3.  David Yaman, representing Dwayne Block Building, LLC presented a 
Site Plan to change the first floor business at 23 S. Main Street from retail 
to restaurant. The Board determined that the proposed action will not pro-
duce any significant adverse environmental impact.
    The Board approved the Site Plan as submitted with:
      a. Waiving  the parking space requirements for the restaurant,
          (allowed per Sec. 228-15 (5)
      b. Stipulating that employee parking for the restaurant will be at the       
          west side of the parking lot (owned by David Yaman) at 10 James     
          Street.

RECYCLING
Village Residents should have received 2 informational flyers 
with their Water/Sewer bills this month. (If you did NOT get a 
Water/Sewer bill in January, CALL the Village Office 607-749-
3322 and let them know. It appears that some customers did not 
get a bill as of January 14, 2020.

READ the flyers CAREFULLY. There are several changes being 
made to the Removal/Recycling system.

1.  Place BOTH Carts (trash & recycling) at the curb (NOT in 
the STREET). Syracuse Haulers is using an automated arm, split 
body truck so they will pick up Trash & Recyclables with one 
stop.

2. NO GLASS in the Recycle Cart. 
        Do not bag recyclables, 
        Place ALL recyclables in the cart,
        Break down all boxes,
        Do NOT "Pack" the recyclables, they must be loose to
           fall out of the cart into the truck.

CORTLAND COUNTY has other specific guidelines regarding 
recyclables. 

1. Metal containers must be clean and dry. Detach the lids, caps, 
and tops and discard them in the regular trash (Apparently small 
items jam the sorting equipment)

2.  Plastic containers must be clean and dry. (Detach the lids, 
caps, and tops and discard them in the trash. (Apparently small 
items jam the sorting equipment)
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Homer News Ads Get Noticed

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

W
ELCOME HOME TO HERIT

AG
E

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE CONNECTION

Remembering the Past
 I can still remember the day 
when I realized my father had once 
been a young boy. I must have been 
around five years old and my mother 
said something like, “when your father 
was young….” 
 “What?” I said. “Daddy was 
never a little boy!” It just couldn’t be 
possible. Hadn’t he always been this six 
foot two man who towered over me?
 Like most kids of my gen-
eration, my first thought on discovering 
my father had come into the world as 
an infant just like everyone else, was 
– “but did he drive a stage coach when 
he was younger?” The answer, much to 
my dismay, was no. But he was born 
before televisions existed, when cars, 
and phones, and radios were not com-
mon things in every home. 

My parents lived through the 
Depression and World War II. My 
mother, even now at ninety-five with 
Alzheimer’s, will still tell the story of 
my father’s mother taking him to the 
jewelry store to buy my mother an 
engagement ring before he shipped out 
to Europe. 

“She (my paternal grandmoth-
er) wanted me as a daughter-in-law,” 
my mother will say lost in old memo-
ries. “So she made sure I’d be waiting 
for him when he got back after the war.” 
My father returned after the war in Sept. 
of 1945 and my parents were married in 
April of 1946. 

“Why’d you wait to get married 
after he came back?” I would often ask. 

“He’d been gone a long time, 
four whole years,” my mother would 
say. “I needed to be sure he hadn’t 
changed too much,” which was some-
thing I didn’t understand till I was much 
older. 

Growing up in the 1960’s, WW 
II was still an ever present event in our 
household. My father watched shows 
like Combat on television and read and 
reread Willie and Joe cartoons by Bill 
Mauldin. During my childhood, WW II 
was recent history, but now as I watch 
my mother approach the end of her life, 
I realize for many of us it’s just his-
tory. Just a time back there somewhere 
with stagecoaches and raising our own 
chickens for Sunday dinner. 

I’m rereading The War that 
Saved my Life by Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley for the Home School Book 
Club. It’s an historical middle grade 
novel set in England during WW II. 
If you’re looking for historical fiction 
on WW II to read, try: The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz and its sequel Cilka’s Journey 
by Heather Morris, The Huntress by 

Kate Quinn, Lilac Girls by Martha 
Hall Kelly, The Nightingale by Kristin 
Hannah, The German Girl by Armando 
Correa, Everyone Brave is Forgiven 
by Chris Cleave, and All the Light We 
Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.

 
What’s New at the Library?
   The library will be closed on Jan. 20th 
in observation of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. 

Library Podcast 
   The library’s podcast, Teatime at the 
Library has some new episodes. Follow 
the link to the podcast from our web-
site or Facebook page and join us for 
conversations about happenings at the 
library and the love of reading. 

Toddler Story Time
   Toddler story time with Miss Ashley 
meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am. This 
fun program for children from infants to 
pre-school age meets every Wednesday 
morning when school is in session. 
There is no program on snow days or 
school vacation. 

January 22nd: Silly Stories
January 29th: Socks and Shoes

Rockin’ Readers 
   Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade 
story and activity time is on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm. 
We meet right after school any Tuesday 
that school is in session.  This is a fun 
program with stories, crafts, games, and 
songs. 

January 21st – Dragons
January 28th – Art Inspiration

Parent & Caregiver Book Club

     Join us for a six week book club to 
discuss The Conscious Parent: Trans-
forming Ourselves, Empowering Our 
Children by Shefali Tsabary. This pro-
gram will be held in the DELL, our 
toddler room on Friday mornings at 
10:30 am beginning on January 10th and 
ending on February 14th. Little ones can 
play together as parents discuss three 
chapters each week. Come share and 
discuss ways in which we can become 
more conscious parents, learning and 
growing alongside our children. Books 
are available for purchase from the 
library at a cost of $12 at the time of 
registration. Space is limited so register 
early. 

Fiction, Food, and Flick 
   This unique, twice-monthly program 
includes a book discussion, viewing 

of the movie based on the book, and a 
chance to try one dish or snack that the 
characters in the story eat. Come for just 
the book discussion, just the food and 
flick, or for both. 

   The book/movie for January is To Kill 
a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, which 
was made into the classic movie star-
ring Gregory Peck.  We’ll be discussing 
the book on Jan. 21st at 6 pm and we’ll 
watch the movie on Jan. 28th at 6 pm. 

Raptor Life Histories 
   The Cornell Raptor program is at the 
library Friday, Jan 24th at 5 pm as part 
of Winterfest. Raptor Life Histories is 
a chance to learn about and meet these 
fascinating birds of prey.  The Cornell 
Raptor program will provide informa-
tion highlighting the unique character-
istics and adaptations shared by birds 
of prey. 

MakerSpace at the Wonder and 
Discovery Center 
   Stop in as a family or individual to 
use our tech toys, gadgets, and tools in 
the MakerSpace. You can use Cubelets, 
littleBits, LEGOs, and Keva Blocks to 
build gadgets and learn about technol-
ogy. You can even sign up to use our 3D 
Printer. The MakerSpace will be open 
on Wednesdays, 6-7:30 pm.  

Tech Help
   Do you need help downloading 
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook, 
Kindle, or iPad? Want help with an 
online job application? Tech help is 
available Thursdays from 6 to 8 pm. 
Tech help will also be available on 
Saturday, January 25th from 1 -2 pm. 

Popcorn and a Movie
   Join us on Friday, January 31st for a 
showing of Harriet at 6:00 pm. This 
film about Harriet Tubman is rated 
PG-13. Please remember the library 
closes at 6 pm, so be sure to get here 
ten minutes before the movie starts. 
Registration is preferred. 

 Mark your Calendars - A 
Courageous Conversation About 
Race - coming in March
   You are invited to participate in a “Cou-
rageous Conversation About Race” tak-
ing place at the library Wednesdays 
from march 4th through April 1st. This 
program will give participants an op-
portunity to learn about and discuss this 
important issue. Topics will include: 
The History of Racism; Understanding 
White Privilege; Anglo-Saxon Identity, 
The Black Body, and Manifest Destiny; 
The Value Gap; Everyday Racism in a 
“Post-racial” World; Learning About 
Implicit Bias and Micro-aggressions, 
and Discovering the Diff erence Be-
tween Being Non-racist and Anti-racist. 
The conversations will take place on 
Wednesdays from March 4 to April 1 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Please call the 
library at 607-749-4616 to pre-register! 
The facilitator for this series is Rev. 
Gary T. Smith, Racial Justice Coordina-
tor for the NY Conference of the United 
Church of Christ, and Associate Pastor 
for Faith Formation at Homer Congre-
gational Church. PLEASE NOTE: This 
is NOT a religious program. It fo-
cuses solely on the societal issue of 
racism, its history, and how it still 
deeply impacts our communities to-
day.

Library Board of Trustees Meeting 
   The library board will meet in 
February on Monday, Feb. 10th at 7 pm. 
Please note this is a week earlier than 
the usual Library Board meeting date.  

For more information about any of our 
programs call 749-4616 or check out 
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org. 

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday   2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday   2 pm to 8 pm
Friday   10 pm to 6 pm
Saturday  10 am to 2 pm

CLEANERS

110 YEARS 607/753-0812

“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer

RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045 JOHN FINN

B
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Cicero, N.Y. (January 13, 2020) 
— Today, Girl Scouts of NYPENN 
Pathways (GSNYPENN) and Girl 
Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) launch the 
2020 Girl Scout Cookie™ Program. For 
the 103rd year, Girl Scouts across the 
United States become entrepreneurs 
as they earn money to power their 
own leadership opportunities and 
adventures. 

 This season, Girl Scouts announces 
two sweet new ways to celebrate 
young female leaders: a new lemon 
cookie available in select areas 
(including GSNYPENN territory’s 
spanning 24 counties in New York 
and two in Northern Pennsylvania) 
and refreshed packaging reflecting the 
amazing experiences cookie earnings 
make possible for girls. GSNYPENN’s 
cookie season runs January 7-March 
29. 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program® 
teaches girls about entrepreneurship 
as they have fun learning essential 
skills like money management, public 
speaking, and decision making, 
which set them up for a lifetime of 
success. Nine out of 10 Girl Scouts 
say the cookie program has built their 
entrepreneurship skills and interest 
in pursuing entrepreneurship as a 
career path. Every cookie purchase 
is an investment in world-changing 
business leaders of tomorrow. What’s 
more, each and every purchase stays 
local to power amazing experiences 
and leadership opportunities for girls 
across the GSNYPENN council area. 

The new Girl Scout Cookie is Lemon-
Ups™, a crispy lemon cookie baked 
with messages inspired by Girl Scout 
entrepreneurs. “I am a go-getter” and 
“I am an innovator” are among eight 
phrases that bring the experience 
of Girl Scouting to life. Lemon-
Ups are available for purchase from 
GSNYPENN Girl Scouts. Cookies in 
the GSNYPENN region are priced 
at $5 per box. The new cookie joins 
the 2020 national lineup. Varieties 
available locally (in addition to 
Lemon-Ups) include Trefoils®, Do-si-
dos®, Tagalongs®, gluten-free Toffee-
Tastic™, Thin Mints®, Samoas® and 
Girl Scout S’mores. 

The refreshed cookie packaging 
continues to emphasize what the 
cookie program is all about. Updated 
images feature current Girl Scouts 
taking part in a diverse range of 
experiences available to members—
from adventure-packed camping and 
canoeing, to exploring space science 
and designing robots, to taking action 
to improve their communities. Every 
purchase of Girl Scout Cookies makes 
experiences like these possible for girls 
across the local area.

 “We can’t wait to see all the incredible 
experiences and adventures cookies 

Girl Scouts Launch 2020 Cookie 
Season with New Lemon Cookie, 
New Packaging

will help fuel for GSNYPENN Girl 
Scouts this season. When you purchase 
cookies, you’re helping girls power 
their Girl Scout experience and 
supporting female entrepreneurs. We 
truly appreciate the community’s 
support of our girls,” says GSNYPENN 
CEO Julie Dale. 

Customers can choose to purchase 
cookies through GSNYPENN’s 
biannual Sweet Support council service 
project and help a local community 
partner. Sweet Support happens during 
both the fall product and cookie 
programs. For various reasons, some 
customers do not wish to purchase 
items for themselves. Through Sweet 
Support, they purchase as a donation 
and give to others while supporting local 
Girl Scouts. This season, GSNYPENN 
is partnering with Meals on Wheels. 
To gift cookies, simply place an order 
with a Girl Scout in January-February 
or visit a booth later in the season. 
Customers can also support the program 
through a girl’s Digital Cookie online 
sales with no shipping costs incurred. 
Last season, Sweet Support recipient 
Rescue Mission Alliance was gifted 
15,324 boxes of cookies. 

This season, GSNYPENN is again 
running a special sweepstakes called 
Gimme5 to incentivize customers to 
purchase five or more boxes at one 
time. The sweepstakes only applies to 
cookies purchased from GSNYPENN 
Girl Scouts. Prizes include cookies 
and a trip to Italy! Learn more at 
gimme5sweeps.com. 

Girl Scout Cookies can only be 
purchased from a registered Girl Scout. 
Don’t have a Girl Scout in your life? 
Contact GSNYPENN Customer Care 
at 1.855.213.8555 or email info@
gsnypenn.org to get in touch with 
local troops selling cookies. You can 
find upcoming booth sales by visiting 
girlscoutcookies.org and entering your 
zip code or use the official Girl Scout 
Cookie Finder app, free on iOS and 
Android. GSNYPENN booths run 
February 29-March 29. 

Girl Scouts serves girls in grade K-12. 
Annual membership is $25. Financial 
assistance is available. To register a 
girl online, visit gsnypenn.org/join. To 
become an adult volunteer, learn more 
at gsnypenn.org/volunteer. 

World’s largest girl-led entrepreneurial program has 
two sweet new ways to celebrate young female leaders

At this time of year, I normally 
review positive policies and new 
laws that have been adopted in 
Albany.  Unfortunately, there was 
more bad news than good coming 
from the state Capitol during 2019.

One item that will benefit home-
owners is a permanent two-percent 
property tax cap.  I have long sup-
ported this tax relief measure and 
have helped pass senate legislation 
on a number of previous occa-
sions to guarantee this savings tool.   
However, as I have said in the past, 
for the property tax cap to truly 
deliver we need to end unfunded 
state mandates that tie the hands of 
local government officials.  

Unfortunately, no mandate relief 
measures were adopted this year 
and in fact, local governments will 
now have to prepare for plenty of 
new costs thanks to the state bud-
get and other Albany missteps.  If 
state officials believe a program 
is important, than funding must 
be part of the package.  Forcing 
the costs on to local governments 
(and ultimately taxpayers) and then 
boasting about doing something 
good, is disingenuous.  

New laws to “reform” New York’s 
criminal justice system are also 
going to be costly – increasing 
expenses for local governments 
and putting public safety at risk.  
These measures, that are set to take 
effect at the start of the year, have 
received a great deal of attention 
in recent weeks as more and more 
people voice their concerns.  The 
changes, which I opposed, include: 

 Bail changes that will allow 
90 percent of individuals 
arrested to walk free with-
out posting bail; 

 New discovery laws that 
put increased demands on 
local prosecutors and could 
put crime victims and wit-
nesses in danger.

A letter I just received from the 
New York State Conference of 
Mayors and Municipal Officials 
(NYCOM) states, “The dramatic 
acceleration in the timing of dis-
covery and the expansion of the 
matters to which it applies will 
have significant cost and compli-
ance implications for cities and vil-
lages with police departments and/
or local justice courts.”  

Recently, the New York State 
Sheriffs’ Association, the District 
Attorneys Association of New 
York, and the New York State 
Association of Chiefs of Police 
held press conferences around the 
state to voice their concerns and 
opposition to the new laws.  

As I have said previously, I am 
open to discussing changes that 
could better address the way bail is 
utilized, but judges should still be 
afforded some discretion.  Starting 
on January 1, judges will have no 
opportunity to consider an individ-
ual’s criminal history or flight risk 
when it comes to a bevy of crimes 
including manslaughter, assault, 
criminal possession of a gun, and 
a number of  drug sale offenses.  
Instead, these perpetrators will be 
released immediately without bail.

Another new law I opposed, which 
has already taken effect, allows 
illegal immigrants to receive a 
driver’s license.  Providing a driv-
er’s license, a secure identifica-
tion document, to someone who 
is intentionally breaking the law 
is inconceivable.  This measure is 
bad public policy that could put 
lives in danger, rewards lawbreak-
ers, and sends the wrong message 
to those who take the legal path to 
citizenship.

Supporters of the measure like to 
mention that other states already 
allow illegal immigrants to drive.  
However, those states require sub-
stantially tighter proof of identifi-
cation and may impose limitations 
on driving to incentivize natural-
ization.  None of those states relies 
solely on foreign documents for 
identification purposes, which is 
the case in New York.

 

One other new law that will have a 
major impact is the new farm labor 
bill.  The mandates associated with 
the law will hurt our upstate farm-
ers and drive up the cost of farm 
goods that we all purchase. 

At the start of the 2019 legisla-
tive session, I pledged to advance 
policies to improve New York’s 
economy, help reduce the crushing 
tax burden, and combat population 
loss.  I will continue to advocate 
for those priorities in 2020 and am 
hopeful that the mistakes of this 
past year will not be repeated.

New Year Starts With 
Costly New State Laws
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
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The next issue of The Hom-
er News will be January 30, 
2020. DEADLINE: for ads and 
news is January 21, 2020.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church 
has a Food Pantry for Homer resi-
dents, which is open on Tuesdays, 

10:00 am until 
12:30 pm  Walk-ins are welcome.  

For information or emergency, 
call 749-7159

The Voice of the Town

Contributors:
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed 
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

The Homer News is published
in Homer by The Homer News. 

Distribution is
 every other Thursday to all households and 

businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper 
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events 
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange 

of views of town residents; and celebrating the 
people, places and happenings that make the Town 

of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris
***

Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to 

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
  We now offer subscriptions to The Homer 
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are 
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable 
in advance. Send check or money order to: 
 The Homer News, 
 P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
 Email your address to:
  editor@TheHomerNews.com   

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and 
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered 
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for 
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned 
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!
Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue. 
Copyright © 2019 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077

 Editor@TheHomerNews.com
 Telephone: 607-749-2613

The Homer News

Published for Homer Residents

 Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips 
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer 
House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen, Sinfully Sweet Cafe, 
Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer & Cortlandville 
Offices, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, 
Anderson’s Farm Market, Dandy Mart, Brown’s 
Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, 
Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY 
Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy 
Pizzeria, Center4Arts, Express Mart.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events 
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,

phone 607-749-2613
or

email:
editor@

TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and 
Commentaries

are those of the writers
and not of

The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,

unbiased community
service and forum. 

THE HOMER NEWS
is brought to you

FREE
Of course, we all know that
nothing is FREE. Someone
must pay. Please thank our 
loyal advertisers, for they 
pay so you can get it FREE!!!

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm

44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

info@oldehomerhouse.com
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                                              Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties   

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event!  607-753-1447  

                               Douglas and Marian Withey  607-345-0016
                               e-mail:    w2otg@verizon.net  

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

              
             

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

607.756.4307

4 Convenient Locations: 

r

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

12b17

12b16

A gift subscription to The Homer News 
will help keep your out-of-town friends 
and relatives informed. $36/year for 
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 -

(607) 749-3314

      Historic Homer
               Tours

http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy

Pat Hill Community Building 
Contact Us For Your Rental Needs 
Wedding Recep ons  Wedding Showers 

Birthday Pa es    Gradua on Pa es 
Family Reunions    Work Pa es 

Group Organiza ons    Fundraisers 

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY 

Please contact 607-756-2056  or  607-423-1761

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

607.345.5353 Cell 607.428.0708 Office
5b19

NEUMANDALE GROUP

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC

MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

41 South Main Stree r, NY

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator

607-749-2442

a Gracious Village Setting

mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

12c17

(607)  753-0300
Homer, NY 13077

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

W. Scot t hicksW. Scot t hicksW. Scot t hicksW. Scot t hicks
Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY
KMA’S ROOFING

We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings

Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls

Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720
Leave Message

Open Mon-Sat.
 8 am - 6 pm

5887 Rt. 281 
Little York, NY

60 7
www.andersonsmkt.com

Open
Year ‘Round

Sun. 11 am - 4 pm

Hot Lunches are back!!
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES

Check our Facebook
page for daily specials

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
R

owner/operator
r, NY

Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

607-591-0105

email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

Don Ferris

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones

Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

PROBLEM WATER?
     Solutions to ANY  water problem

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water 
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

Since 1968

PR
EM

IUM SERVICE

S U PP O RT & H

EL
P
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Solution to
January 2

Puzzle

= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,

5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department, 

PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday 
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________

1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
19______________ 20 _______________
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

$7.50 for this many words
5¢ for each additional word

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50

        = subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________

Publication Schedule
THE HOMER NEWS

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

  VOL    ISS      PUB DATE                      DEADLINE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS - 13 
Yard dumpsters available, clea-
nouts, junk removal, construction 
debris. Commercial, Residential. 
Fully Insured. Reasonable Rates. 
Owner - Shane Keep. 607-299-4676              
1b20

THEME: MOVIE CHARACTERS

ACROSS
1. Curaçao neighbor
6. Lungful
9. Not on a rolling stone
13. British unemployment checks
14. Schiller’s famous poem, e.g.
15. “Will comply” in radio communi-
cation
16. Opposite of liability
17. Napoleon Bonaparte or Louis 
Vuitton, e.g.
18. Embedded design
19. *Teen with telescopic powers
21. *Adventurous professor with fear 
of snakes
23. *He played it in “Casablanca”
24. Sign of escape
25. Steampunk decoration
28. Thanksgiving tubers
30. Fear of flying, e.g.
35. Bun baker
37. “CliffsNotes,” e.g.
39. Bound by oath
40. Nay, to a baby
41. Bread spreads
43. *She takes on PG&E
44. Sacrificial spot
46. Wedding promise?
47. Not yet final
48. Eats between meals
50. Blood-related problem
52. Ship pronoun
53. Diamond’s corner
55. Be obliged
57. Name before X
61. *Orphan who wanted more gruel
64. Love between Abélard and Héloïse
65. Pitching stat
67. Nostrils, anatomically speaking
69. Pine
70. Fleur-de-____
71. Novelist Wharton
72. *Adopted orphan of Green Gables
73. Auction set
74. Like a disreputable neighborhood

DOWN
1. Palindromic title
2. CISC alternative
3. *Female Superman foe alongside 
General Zod
4. Afrikaners’ ancestors
5. Off course
6. First-rate
7. Nuptial agreement
8. Version of a song
9. Mr. Bean’s ride
10. Paella pot

11. Diagnostic test
12. Bean that rhymes with Goya
15. Distance from side to side, pl.
20. Insect in adult stage
22. Tiny bite
24. Most vital part
25. *A barbarian
26. Convex molding
27. Ladies and ____, for short
29. *a.k.a. The Mayor of Castro Street
31. *Hutch actor in 2004’s “Starsky & Hutch”
32. *Famous Frankenstein portrayer
33. Like Michael Collins
34. *One of Miss Hannigan’s orphans
36. *Russell Crowe’s Biblical role
38. ____ of the trade
42. Bar seat
45. Type of realistic baby doll
49. *Pizzeria owner in “Do the Right Thing”
51. Strings
54. Olfactory sensation
56. Avoid
57. Poet Angelou
58. Flock’s affirmation
59. Bank’s provision
60. Dry or salt
61. Brewer’s kiln
62. Great Lake
63. Retired, shortened
66. Spanish river
68. Like a wallflower

10 16 1/30/2020 1/21/2020
10 17 2/13/2020 2/4/2020
10 18 2/27/2020 2/18/2020
10 19 3/12/2020 3/3/2020
10 20 3/26/2020 3/17/2020
10 21 4/9/2020 3/31/2020
10 22 4/23/2020 4/14/2020
10 23 5/7/2020 4/28/2020
10 24 5/21/2020 5/12/2020
10 25 6/4/2020 5/26/2020

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Lawn Mowing, Fall Clean-ups, Gutter 
Cleaning, Junk Removal, Pressure 
Washing Houses & Decks, Cleanouts, 
Driveway Sealing, Shrub Trimming, 
Painting, Staining, Mulching, Much 
More. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 
Reasonable Rates. 607-299-4676  1c20

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045 JIM FERRIS

ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR

..
"BIG and small,
 we fix them all" 

NYS 
INSPECTIONS
.

ALIGNMENTS.

BANKRUPTCY SALE
Vehicles, Machinery, Equipment, 

Tools, Inventory
of former Rick & Rich Towing of 

Homer, NY
Onsite Inspection February 1, 2020 

10 am to 1 pm 
At 30 Copeland Avenue, Homer, NY 

Bulk Sale Offers Only In Writing 
And Delivered to Bankruptcy Trustee 
with 5% Bid Deposit On Or Before 5 

pm on February 4, 2020 

Bidding by Qualified Bidders 
February 6, 2020 9:30am 

U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 100 S. 
Clinton, Syracuse, NY 

All Items Are Being Sold “AS IS, 
WHERE IS”

For More Information, contact:
William J. Leberman
Bankruptcy Trustee

(315) 478-1334
wleberman@lebermanlaw.com

BANKRUPTCY SALE



THE HOMER NEWS
Volume X                                    Thursday, January 16, 2020                                          Issue 15

A Taste of Chocolate - Sat. Feb. 8, 9:30 am- 12:00 pm, in the Columbian 
Presbyterian Church Session Building. The church is located on the cor-
ner of rtes. 11 & 20, Lafayette. This is a food-sampling event where you 
can purchase samples of dozens of home-made goodies with one thing 
in common: Chocolate!  Choose from white, dark, or milk chocolate in 
cookies, muffins, candies, breads & more! Samples are only $.50, or 22 
samples for $10. !  50% of the proceeds will be donated to Lafayette 
Outreach (our local food pantry). Taste some treats here, then fill a box for 
your sweetheart. Info./questions: 315-677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com , 
www.ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com 

A Taste of Chocolate - 
Sat. Feb. 8 in Lafayette

  On Monday, January 13, the 
Cortland Breakfast Rotary Club 
sponsored an Interact event 
at Seven Valleys New Tech 
Academy, the formal presenta-
tion of the SVNTA Interact Club 
Charter. 
  The Charter was presented 
by Martin Winsor, District 
7170 Interact Club Co-Chair, to 
Maria Gimma, Club Advisor, 
and Megan Porter, Student Club 
President.
  17 new Interact Club inductees 
joined the 14 returning Interact 
Club members who were also 
recognized. This new group 
more than doubles the member-
ship of the SVNTA Interact club.
  Interact is the High School com-
ponent of Rotary International. 

Interact members perform com-
munity service, often in con-
junction with members of the 
sponsoring Rotary Club. In the 
past year Interact members have 
worked the food concession at 
Pumpkinfest and done spring 
clean-ups for Sr. Citizens. 
  This organization expos-
es the students to Rotary and 
what Rotary means and does. 
Many high school students join 
Rotaract Clubs when they attend 
college, and after graduation join 
a Rotary Club in their commu-
nity.
  Rotary is a global network of 
1.2 million neighbors, friends, 
leaders, and problem-solvers 
who see a world where people 
unite and take action to cre-

ate lasting change – across the 
globe, in our communities, and 
in ourselves.
   Solving real problems takes 
real commitment and vision. For 
more than 110 years, Rotary's 
people of action have used their 
passion, energy, and intelligence 
to take action on sustainable 
projects. From literacy and peace 
to water and health, Rotary is 
always working to better our 
world, and stays committed to 
the end.
  Rotary members believe that 
they have a shared responsibil-
ity to take action on our world’s 
most persistent issues. Their 
35,000+ clubs work together to:
Promote peace; Fight disease; 
Provide clean water, sanitation, 
and hygiene; Save mothers and 
children; Support education; 
Grow local economies
   Rotary’s mission is to provide 
service to others, promote integ-
rity, and advance world under-
standing, goodwill, and peace 
through the fellowship of busi-
ness, professional, and commu-
nity leaders.
   Congratulations Maria!  You 
are such a positive inspiration to 
these students.  And congratu-
lations to all the hard-working 
Club students -- our future lead-
ers! 

Interact Club Receives Charter
31 High School Student Members

Dear Editor,

   This poem in thanks for my 
picture posted in the December 19 
issue, page 9.
   Thanks to Dick and Pat Hemmings 
for putting me on.
   I'm pre-historic at 96. For some 
reason I can still write this stuff.

Helen Dunning
Laguna Hills, CA

PS: My deceased husband, Edward, 
was born and raised in Cortland. I 
have many good feelings about the 
area I visited.

To be great is not a size
A truth held by the wise
It's attitude and gratitude
With history on its side

The Homer News
With its views
Does not affect the nation
But it strives to keep alive
The home town population

It's full of news readers use
For good advice and more
You'd be wise to advertise
Your services or store

Your history no mystery
As visitors will say
Who walk around
See parts of town
That birthed the USA

I declare if I was there
This is what I'd choose
To sit around with folks
In town and read
The Homer News

Ed. Note: Thank you Helen for 
stating what we believe accurate-
ly describes the mission of The 
Homer News.

Letter to 
the Editor
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